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IN  THE  BOTTOMS. 
Characteristic  Suite. 


**More  an  expression  than  a painting'! 


In  the  Bottoms’Ms  a Suite  of  five  numbers  giving  jiictures  of  moods  or  scenes  peculiar  to  Negro  life 


in  the  river  bottoms  of  the  Southern  sections  of  North  America.  It  is  similar  in  its  expression,  and 
in  a way  a continuation  of  the  sentiments  already  set  forth  in  the  “Magnolia’*Suite,but  suggests  ide- 
as  incidental  to  life  in  a more  particular  geographic  territory.  Neither  Suite,  like  Dvorak’s  famous 
New  World  Syjnphony”is  dependent  for  its  effect  upon  the  introduetion  of  folk-songs,  either  in 
their  natural,  or  in  a highly  developed  form.  As  it  is  quite  possible  to  describe  the  traits, habits 
customs  of  a people  without  using  the  vernacular,  so  is  it  similarly  possible  to  musiesUy  portray 
racial  peculiarities  without  the  use  of  national  tunes  or  folk-songs.  “In  the  Bottoms’,’ then,  belongs 
to  that  class  of  music  known  as  “Program  music’’ or  “music  with  a poetic  basis’.’  The  source  of  the 
program  or  poetic  basis  has  already  been  referred  to,  and  the  following  notes  are  appended  to 
show  that  its  relation  to  the  music  is  intimate. 

No.l.  Prelude-is  nightfall;  the  heavy  chords  represent  the  heavy  shadows,  and  the  open  fifths 
the  peculiar  hoUow  effect  of  the  stillness;  the  syncopated  melody  which  occurs,  is  the“tumming'’ 
of  a banjo,  which  music  is,  however,  only  incidental  to  the  gloom. 

No.  a.  His  Song- The  pyschological  phenomenon  is  historic,  that  the  moods  of  suppressed  people 
have  oftenest  found  their  most  touching  expression  in  song.  An  aged  Negro  will  sometimes  sit  for 
hours  in  the  quiet  of  an  evening,  humming  an  improvised  air,  whose  wierd  melody  seems  to  strange- 
ly satisfy  a nameless  yearning  of  the  heart. 

No.  3.  Honey-Literally,“Hcney’’is  a colloquial  ism- the  familiar  term  of  endearment  (SouthJ  It  may 
mean  much,  little,  everything  or  nothing;  the  intimation  here,  is  one  of  coquetry.  It  is  after  a noem 
A Negro  Love  Song”  by  Paul  Laurence  Dunbar.  ’ 


No.4.  The  rythmic  figure,-  ^-whioh  forma  the  theme  of  this  Barcarolle  is  in  reality,  the  ryth- 

1C  motif  of  thft  SiiiIa*  1*  Jo  nS  a - - • 


it  too  fast/  Much  of  the  dancing  in  the  bottoms  is  done  with 
never  could  suggest. 

***  Metronome  marks,  which  should  be  carefully  observed 

IJ 1 . ...  . ^ > 


are  given  for  all  of  the  movements.  The 


a grace  and  finish  that  a Presto  tempo 


.1  , — — ***'^«-  ..wwwasa  wim  senu 

Beethoven  in  regard  to  his  own  “Pastoral  Symphony”whcn  he  said,- “more 


au^pression  thanapaint- 
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PIANO  COMPOSITIONS  of 


R.  NATHANIEL  DETT 


JUBA  DANCE  is  also  ovcdlcdble 
the  ioUowiag  arrangements: 

Mono  Solo/ SimpMed . . . 
Piano.  Four  Hands  . . . . . 
Two  Pianos.  Four  Hands , , . 1 
CHORUS — MKxed  Voices 
(Octavo  No.  a)75)  ..... 


IN  THE  BOTTOMS 


CHARACTERISTIC  SUITE 

Program  music  with  a poetic  basis,  the 
source  of  the  inspiration  being  the  moods 
and  scenes  of  the  Negro  life  "in  the  bottoms." 

PRELUDE  (Night  ) 60 

HIS  SONG 40 

HONEY  (Humoresque)  ...  .30 
BARCAROLLE  (Morning)  . . .75 

JUBA  (Dance) 60 

COMPLETE,  $1.50 


MAGNOLIA  SUITE 

Expressing  all  the  haunting  sweetness,  the 
tinge  of  sadness  colored  with  optimism, 
which  is  characteristic  of  Negro  poesy. 

MAGNOLIAS 

THE  DESERTED  CABIN 

TO  MY  LADY  LOVE 50 

MAMMY  40 

THE  PLACE  WHERE  THE 
RAINBOW  ENDS 85 

COMPLETE,  $1.50 


TBOPIC 

WINTER 


SUITE 

THE  DAYBREAK  CHARIOTEER 
A BAYOU  GARDEN  .... 
POMPONS  AND  FANS  . . . 
LEGEND  OF  THE  ATOLL  . . 
TO  A CLOSED  CASEMENT  . 

NOON  SIESTA 

PARADE  OF  THE  JASMINE 
BANNERS 

COMPLETE,  $1.50 


40 

30 

60 

40 

40 

25 
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